BRITISH LITERATURE/COMPOSITION

SUMMER READING LIST

 The purpose of summer reading is to sustain the powers of imagination and to explore worlds of characters, settings, plots, and ideas we can visit only through literature. We believe the summer reading assignments should be high-interest titles that entice students to read.  Summer reading is an intellectual exercise, and we want students to be comfortable and engaged in reading independently. The books on your list are available from your local library or bookstore.

During the first week of the semester, your English teacher will evaluate your reading through various types of assessment. The reading level is listed after each book in the first list.

Be advised some books may contain somewhat explicit language, sexual references, or mature subject matter. If there are any questions, contact the English Department Chair.  If there are any questions, contact the English Department Chair at marybeth.dial@cobbk12.org.

  As British Literature student, you are required to choose one of the works listed below and complete the assignment that follows:
The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
The Hound of the Baskervilles is one of Conan Doyle’s most famous mysteries featuring the detective, Sherlock Holmes, and his friend, Dr Watson. The eerie mists of Dartmoor form the setting to the sinister events at Baskerville Hall. When Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead, the people living in the neighboring area are sure that he didn’t die from natural causes. Strange sightings of a giant fire-breathing hound and stories from the past have convinced them of this. The new heir to the property, Sir Henry Baskerville, arrives from Canada determined not to let the stories frighten him away from his new home. He braves the loneliness of the moors, takes pleasure in getting to know his neighbors, and is careful to follow the advice and guidance of the great detective, Holmes. Holmes and Watson slowly unravel a tangle of mystery as the case takes them deep into the heart of the Baskerville family. 

 Lexile Level:  1090
Out of the Silent Planet by C.S. Lewis 
The first book in C. S. Lewis's acclaimed Space Trilogy, Out of the Silent Planet begins the adventures of the remarkable Dr. Ransom. Here, that estimable man is abducted by a megalomaniacal physicist and his accomplice and taken via spaceship to the red planet of Malacandra. The two men are in need of a human sacrifice, and Dr. Ransom would seem to fit the bill. Once on the planet, however, Ransom eludes his captors, risking his life and his chances of returning to Earth, becoming a stranger in a land that is enchanting in its difference from Earth and instructive in its similarity. First published in 1943, Out of the Silent Planet remains a mysterious and suspenseful tour de force.
Lexile Level:  1020
Summer Reading Assignment: 

As you read your chosen novel, take note of the characteristics of the main character (hero) and how they are revealed through the text (examples, explanations, and TEXTUAL EVIDENCE!). You will need a minimum of 10 examples in your log. All quotes must be cited with the page number. 
Here is an example of how to set up your log: 

Characteristic of Main Character (Hero):  

How it is revealed in the text:

1. Superman is an outsider. 

This is revealed in the text by showing how hard he tries to hide his abilities and identity. His father is also very concerned about keeping his abilities a secret. When Clark Kent (Superman) asks why, his father replies that “People are afraid of what they don’t understand”. 
