Types of Heroes

	
	Epic/Ideal Hero
	Tragic Hero*
	Anti-Hero
	Gothic Hero
	Bryonic 
Hero**
	Modern Tragic Hero
	Unlikely/

Unexpected

	
	1.
Generally a noble hero of national significance.
	1.
He must be of noble stature and be highly regarded.
	1.
Deprived of the rules and consequences of society
	1.
Old beyond their time. Wise beyond their years.
	1.
Being a rebel


	1.
Person of less worth consideration
	1.
Breaks tradition of “classic” hero because he/she is lacking one or more of the following:

	
	2.
Undergoes many adventures that help create a people or a nation.
	2.
Has a tragic flaw (usually caused by a simple mistake or a character flaw)
	2.
Outlaw:  has no status in society - must wander on fringes of society
	2.
Burdened by a secret guilt or sorrow.
	2.
Having a distaste for social institutions; ultimately being self-destructive.


	2.
May not have the needed catharsis to bring the story to a close.
	a. strength

	
	3.
Receives supernatural aid or intervention (help is not always desired).
	3.
Experiences a Reversal of Fortune (falls from high to low)


	3.
Rejects values, rules, attitudes of society and political establishment
	3.
Highly intelligent and imaginative
	3.
Being in exile.


	3.
May die without any epiphany of his destiny
	b. social acceptance

	
	4.
Conflict is in the form of physical battles or feats
	4.
Misfortune is not wholly deserved


	4.
Seeks to establish his own rules and ethics
	4.
Proud, sardonic, reckless
	4.
expressing a lack of respect for rank and privilege


	4.
May suffer without the ability to change the events that are happening to him.
	c. skill (physical, mental, etc.)


	
	5.
Is handsomely rewarded and/or mythologized.
	5.
Recognition of mistake/flaw (through catharsis or purging of pity and fear)


	5.
A failure, crude, sometimes stupid or even dishonest
	5.
Strong yet sensitive; conversant with alternative realities.
	5.
Having great talent.  Being highly passionate


	5.
A failure, crude, sometimes stupid or even dishonest
	d. intelligence

	
	
	6.  Not perfect
	6.
Often angry
	6.
Feels alienated, unconventional, a law unto themselves.
	6.
Hiding an unsavory past.


	6.
Often angry
	e. nobility

	
	
	
	7.
Obsessive about quest for self-realization.
	
	
	
	


*Aristotelian model – hero must have four characteristics:  goodness, superiority (in terms of politics, reputation, or perceived wisdom, etc.), a tragic flaw, and a realization of both his flaw and his inevitable demise.

** Even though a Byronic hero is frequently seen in Bryon’s work but it can be traced back to Milton.  This type of hero is most often used in writings of the Romantic movement and beyond.
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