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Working Conditions for Women

•

Bad working conditions 

and underemployment 

drove thousands of 

women into prostitution.

•

The only occupation at 

which an unmarried 

middle-class woman could 

earn a living and maintain 

some claim to gentility 

was that of a governess.
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Working Conditions for Women

Bad working conditions and underemployment drove thousands of women into prostitution.

The only occupation at which an unmarried middle-class woman could earn a living and maintain some claim to gentility was that of a governess.
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Victorian Women and the Home

•

Victorian society was 

preoccupied with the very 

nature of women.

•

Protected and enshrined 

within the home, her role 

was to create a place of 

peace where man could take 

refuge from the difficulties of 

modern life.


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide5.sldx
Victorian Women and the Home

Victorian society was preoccupied with the very nature of women.

Protected and enshrined within the home, her role was to create a place of peace where man could take refuge from the difficulties of modern life.
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The Victorian Novel

•

The novel was the dominant form in 

Victorian literature.

•

Victorian novels seek to represent a 

large and comprehensive social world, 

with a variety of classes.

•

Victorian novels are realistic.

•

Major theme is the place of the 

individual in society, the aspiration of 

the hero or heroine for love or social 

position.

•

The protagonist’s search for fulfillment 

is emblematic of the human condition.

•

For the first time, women were major 

writers: the Brontes. Elizabeth Gaskell, 

George Eliot.

•

The Victorian novel was a principal 

form of entertainment.
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The Victorian Novel

The novel was the dominant form in Victorian literature.

Victorian novels seek to represent a large and comprehensive social world, with a variety of classes.

Victorian novels are realistic.

Major theme is the place of the individual in society, the aspiration of the hero or heroine for love or social position.

The protagonist’s search for fulfillment is emblematic of the human condition.

For the first time, women were major writers: the Brontes. Elizabeth Gaskell, George Eliot.

The Victorian novel was a principal form of entertainment.
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The Victorian Period: 

A Time of Change

•

London becomes most important city in Europe

•

Population of London expands from two million to 

six million

•

Shift from ownership of land to modern urban 

economy

•

Impact of industrialism

•

Increase in wealth

•

World’s foremost imperial power

•

Victorian people suffered from anxiety, a sense of 

being displaced persons in an age of technological 

advances.
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The Victorian Period: 
A Time of Change

London becomes most important city in Europe

Population of London expands from two million to six million

Shift from ownership of land to modern urban economy

Impact of industrialism

Increase in wealth

World’s foremost imperial power

Victorian people suffered from anxiety, a sense of being displaced persons in an age of technological advances.
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Queen Victoria and the Victorian Temper

•

Ruled England from 1837-

1901

•

Exemplifies Victorian 

qualities:  earnestness, moral 

responsibility, domestic 

propriety

•

The Victorian Period was an 

age of transition

•

An age characterized by 

energy and high moral 

purpose
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Queen Victoria and the Victorian Temper

Ruled England from 1837-1901

Exemplifies Victorian qualities:  earnestness, moral responsibility, domestic propriety

The Victorian Period was an age of transition

An age characterized by energy and high moral purpose
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Challenges to Religious Belief 

•

Science

•

Huxley

•

Darwin- the Origin of Species and The Descent of Man

•

Higher Criticism

•

Examination of the Bible as a mere text of history

•

Source studies

•

Geology

•

Astronomy
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Challenges to Religious Belief 

Science	

Huxley

Darwin- the Origin of Species and The Descent of Man

Higher Criticism

Examination of the Bible as a mere text of history

Source studies

Geology

Astronomy
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